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5th Annual Climate & Energy Convening 

 

Adrian Deveny 
President, Climate Vision 
adrian@climatevision.us 

Prior to founding Climate Vision, Adrian Deveny spent 13 years 
working in the United States Senate, most recently as the Director of 
Energy and Environmental Policy for Senate Majority Leader Charles 
Schumer. In that role, he led the climate and energy negotiations on 
the Inflation Reduction Act, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act, the CHIPS and Science Act, and the Energy Act of 2020, among 
other legislation. 

Adrian also worked for US Senator Jeff Merkley, serving as both 
Legislative Director and Director of Energy and Environmental 
Policy, as well as for the US Senate Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources as a fellow. 

Before his career on Capitol Hill, Adrian worked in the Office of 
Global Change at the US Department of State, and in the Office of 
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy at the US Department of 
Energy, as a Presidential Management Fellow. 

 

Alex Trembath 
Executive Director, The Breakthrough Institute 
alex@thebreakthrough.org  

Alex Trembath is the Executive Director of the Breakthrough Institute. 
He is one of the world’s leading advocates for ecomodernism and 
abundance. 

Alex's work on climate policy and politics, energy technology, food and 
agriculture, and other environmental issues has been published by a 
variety of leading media outlets. He is a regular columnist at The 
Dispatch, and co-editor of the book The Rightful Place of Science: 
Climate Pragmatism. Alex ran Breakthrough Generation, the 
Breakthrough Institute’s founding young scholars program, for 10 years. 
He has served as a fellow and advisor for Case Studies in the 
Environment, Roots of Progress, the Abundance Institute, and YIMBY 
Action. Alex also launched and helps organize the annual Abundance 
conference.  
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Alix Burns 
Managing Director, Policy & Philanthropy, BBStrat.co 
alix@bbstrat.co 

Alix Burns is an experienced strategist who works with industry, 
policy, and philanthropic leaders to address complex problems and 
seek scalable solutions. She is a board member at Third Way and at 
Georgetown Law’s Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and 
Protection. 

 

Avi Zevin 
Partner, Roselle LLP 
avi.zevin@rosellellp.com | 949.302.6179 

Avi Zevin is a Partner at Roselle LLP, where he advises businesses, 
NGOs, and state governments on a wide range of energy-related legal 
and policy matters, including federal and state electric regulation, 
energy tax, and federal financial assistance before federal and state 
agencies, Congress, and the courts. Prior to starting Roselle LLP, Avi 
served as Special Assistant to the President for Clean Energy 
Implementation at the White House and as Deputy General Counsel of 
the US Department of Energy. 

 

Baillee Brown 
Head of Government & External Affairs, Inclusive Abundance 
baillee@inclusiveabundance.org | 602.214.3303 

Baillee Brown is the Head of Government and External Affairs at 
Inclusive Abundance. She previously worked for Representative Scott 
Peters for ten years, her most recent role being his chief of staff. She 
played a key role in shaping his legislative agenda and public profile, 
mainly in the areas of energy, climate policy and fiscal responsibility.  

 

Ben King 
Director, Rhodium Group 
bking@rhg.com | 850.556.6576 

Ben King is a Director with Rhodium Group's Energy & Climate 
practice, researching the effects of policy and economic changes to the 
US energy system, particularly in the power and industrial sectors. Ben 
developed the Rhodium Group Industrial Carbon Abatement Platform 
(RHG-ICAP) to model facility-level opportunities for emissions 
reductions in industry. 

Prior to joining Rhodium, Ben was an analyst in the US Department of 
Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE), 
where he worked on demand-side efficiency analysis and electricity 
market policy. Ben also served as Deputy Chief of Staff in EERE and 
developed clean energy policy resources for cities and states at the US 
Environmental Protection Agency.  
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Brad Markell 
Founder, Clean Energy Labor Advisors 
brad@energylabor.org  

Brad is a former 25-year staff member at United Auto Workers 
(UAW) and AFL-CIO with policy expertise in energy, climate, trade, 
manufacturing, labor, and just transition. He has extensive 
experience in collective bargaining, industry analysis, and skills 
programs. He began his work life as an auto assembler at a General 
Motors plant, where he joined the UAW, eventually serving on the 
president's staff at both UAW and AFL-CIO. 

Since late 2023, Brad has consulted with governments, clean energy 
companies, and NGOs on energy, trade, and workforce policy, 
including an 18-month stint at the Department of Energy's Loan 
Program Office.  

 

Brian O’Hanlon 
Managing Director, US Program, Rocky Mountain Institute 
bohanlon@rmi.org | 253.230.2157 

Brian O’Hanlon is the managing director for the US Program, 
overseeing efforts to advance clean, secure, and affordable energy 
across the federal, state, and local levels. His work focuses on 
accelerating America’s energy transition through policies and 
partnerships that expand grid capacity, reduce energy costs, spur 
domestic manufacturing, and strengthen industrial innovation and 
resilience across the country. 

Before joining Rocky Mountain Institute, Brian served as managing 
director of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation’s (now the 
US International Development Finance Corporation) Global Energy 
Group, where he co-led origination and account management for 
financing power projects worldwide. Previously, he served at the 
United States Department of Commerce’s International Trade 
Administration, where he led initiatives to strengthen the United 
States’ renewable energy manufacturing and competitiveness. 
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Caitlin Legacki 
Senior Fellow, Third Way 
caitlin@legacki.com | 919.259.3388 

Caitlin Legacki is a public affairs expert with a proven track record of 
navigating the complex intersection of policy, politics, and public 
opinion.  
 
Most recently, Caitlin served as Senior Advisor for Strategic 
Communications to US Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo. At 
the Department of Commerce, Caitlin played a pivotal role in some of 
the Biden-Harris Administration’s most important legislative efforts, 
including the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and the CHIPS Act, as 
well as helping the Department communicate effectively around 
issues like export controls, international trade, artificial intelligence, 
TikTok, America’s competition with China and industrial policy.  

 

Chandler Mesirov 
Principal, The Ad Hoc Group 
chandler@theadhocgroup.com | 617.589.5469 

Chandler is a Principal at The Ad Hoc Group where she leads policy 
and utility business development for energy startups. She has deep 
expertise in legislative and regulatory policy, strategy, business 
development, and human-centered operations across climate tech 
verticals, startups, and Fortune 500 companies. 

Previously, Chandler was a Manager at Bain & Company, where she 
specialized in change management and product acceleration strategy. 
Before Bain, she built and led Tesla’s Campaigns team, leveraging 
strategic coalitions and customers as advocates to advance Tesla’s 
policy priorities across North America. She previously worked in 
legislative, regulatory, and public affairs for Tesla and SolarCity, 
including leading the multi-year “Bring Back Solar” effort that 
successfully reopened the Nevada rooftop solar market. Chandler also 
has experience in developing messaging for political campaigns and 
policy advocacy for the Sierra Club and environmental justice non-
profits. 

 

mailto:caitlin@legacki.com
mailto:chandler@theadhocgroup.com
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Danielle Deiseroth 
Chief of Staff, Searchlight Institute 
danielle@searchlightinstitute.org | 412.849.9660 

Danielle Deiseroth is the Chief of Staff at the Searchlight Institute, a 
new think tank dedicated to ending this era of rigidity and producing 
the ideas that will usher in a new era of supermajority thinking. 
Danielle previously served as Executive Director of Data for Progress, 
where she conducted hundreds of public opinion polls and crafted 
data-informed strategies for elected leaders, candidates, and 
advocacy groups, with a specialization in climate and energy issues.  

 

Gretchen Kershaw 
Chief Operating Officer and Vice President of Strategy, Grid 
Strategies LLC 
gkershaw@gridstrategiesllc.com | 202.821.7947 

Gretchen Kershaw is Chief Operating Officer and Vice President of 
Strategy of Grid Strategies LLC. She has extensive experience in the 
power sector, having worked for 12 years at the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) and nearly two years at the 
Department of Energy (DOE) prior to joining Grid Strategies. At 
DOE, she served as the Senior Advisor on Transmission in the Grid 
Deployment Office, where she received two consecutive Secretary’s 
Honor Awards for her work on DOE’s cross-cutting transmission 
programs. At FERC, she served as a Senior Legal Advisor to the 
General Counsel, focused on the agency’s top priorities, including 
recent rulemakings on long-term transmission planning and cost 
allocation and generator interconnection. 

Prior to this role, she held a variety of positions at FERC, including as 
Legal Advisor to then-Commissioner Rich Glick, Managing Attorney 
in the General Counsel’s Energy Markets Division, Law Clerk to 
Administrative Law Judges, and Law Clerk in the Office of 
Enforcement. 

 

Jacob Finkel 
Deputy Secretary of Policy, Office of Governor Shapiro 
jsfinkel@pa.gov 

Jacob Finkel serves as Deputy Secretary of Policy for Governor Josh 
Shapiro of Pennsylvania, overseeing an energy and environmental 
policy portfolio, including the Governor’s Lightning Plan—which 
envisions the largest renewal of Pennsylvania’s energy strategy in 20 
years—and Pennsylvania’s engagement with PJM Interconnection. 
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Jane Flegal 
Principal, Flegal Energy Advisors 
jane@flegalenergyadvisors.com | 603.674.6097 

Dr. Jane Flegal is a Principal at Flegal Energy Advisors and 
previously was Executive Director at the Blue Horizons Foundation. 
Jane was also the Market Development and Policy Lead at Stripe 
Climate and Frontier, a more than $1 billion advance market 
commitment to purchase permanent carbon dioxide removal. In 
2023, Jane was named one of Vox’s Future Perfect 50, which 
recognizes 50 thought leaders working to make the world a better 
place. 

Prior to joining Stripe, Jane was the Senior Director for Industrial 
Emissions at the White House Office of Domestic Climate Policy. 
Previously, Jane directed the US Climate Program at the William and 
Flora Hewlett Foundation, as well as the Environment Program at the 
Bernard and Anne Spitzer Charitable Trust. She previously worked as 
a senior policy analyst on the energy team of the Bipartisan Policy 
Center, as a research consultant to the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, and to the California Council on 
Science and Technology.  

 

Janie Thompson 
Founder, WT Energy LLC 
janie@wtenergyllc.com 

Janie Thompson has spent her career engaging Congress, the 
Executive Branch, industry and stakeholders to advance practical 
clean energy policy solutions. She was most recently a Senior Advisor 
and Deputy Assistant Secretary for House Affairs at the US 
Department of Energy (DOE). She also served as the Subcommittee 
Staff Director for the Investigations & Oversight Subcommittee of the 
US House Committee on Science, Space, & Technology under 
Chairwoman Eddie Bernice Johnson. Previously she worked as a 
lobbyist at Cassidy & Associates and served under the Obama 
Administration as a Special Assistant in the DOE Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs. She also served on the 
staff of the Energy & Environment Subcommittee of the US House 
Science & Technology Committee under Chairman Bart Gordon.  
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Jeff Navin 
Co-Founder, Boundary Stone Partners 
navin@boundarystone.com | 202.834.3445 

Jeff Navin is a co-founder of Boundary Stone Partners (BSP), and a 
recognized leader in federal advocacy. He has been recognized as one 
of Washington DC’s 500 Most Influential People by Washingtonian 
Magazine, and a Top Lobbyist by the National Institute for Lobbying 
& Ethics. His work at BSP builds on his 20 years of experience in 
politics, government, law, and advocacy. Jeff has served at the highest 
levels of the federal government. As Chief of Staff and Deputy Chief of 
Staff at the US Department of Energy, he helped manage the highest 
profile energy policy issues facing the country. 

 He previously served as Deputy Chief of Staff at the US Department 
of Labor during the labor market crisis in 2009, and served as a Chief 
of Staff to Representative Stephanie Herseth Sandlin in the US 
Congress. He served as Research Director to the Senate Majority 
Leader Tom Daschle, worked as the Washington Director of the 
consulting firm American Environics, and practiced law at Orrick, 
Herrington & Sutcliffe, LLP.  

 

Jeremy Harrell 
Chief Executive Officer, ClearPath 
harrell@clearpath.org 

Jeremy is the Chief Executive Officer of ClearPath and ClearPath 
Action, DC-based conservative clean energy organizations advancing 
policies that accelerate innovations to reduce global energy 
emissions.  Prior to being named CEO in 2024, Jeremy served as 
Chief Strategy Officer and held other policy and advocacy roles in the 
organization since joining the organization in 2017. Under his 
leadership, ClearPath expanded its policy portfolio from strictly clean 
24/7 power (e.g. nuclear, carbon capture, natural gas, hydropower 
and geothermal) to now include clean industry and manufacturing, 
carbon management, agriculture innovation, and international clean 
energy deployment. Jeremy has also led ClearPath’s drive to reform 
outdated permitting requirements holding back new affordable and 
reliable clean energy. Before joining ClearPath, Jeremy advised 
Republican Congressional leaders on energy, environmental, national 
security, tax, and transportation policy for more than a decade on 
Capitol Hill.  
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Jessica Hogle 
Head of Government and Regulatory Affairs, GridCARE 
jessica@gridcare.ai 

Jessica is the Head of Government and Regulatory Affairs at 
GridCARE. Previously, she served as the Vice President of Federal 
Affairs at the Tennessee Valley Authority, and as Vice President of 
Federal Affairs and Chief Sustainability Officer at PG&E Corporation. 
In this dual role overseeing both federal government relations and 
corporate sustainability, she was responsible for building 
relationships at the national level with NGOs, trade associations, 
advocacy organizations, and other key stakeholders, and integrating 
sustainability into the company’s business strategy.  

Jessica has held several other roles of national significance, including 
as Director of Political and Legislative Affairs for the Portland Cement 
Association. She also serves on several boards of directors, including 
Future Forum Foundation and Running Start, an organization 
dedicated to encouraging more young women to pursue political 
office.  

 

John Wolthuis 
Chief Executive Officer, Wolthuis Family Foundation 

John is the Founder of the Wolthuis Family Foundation, which 
focuses on policy at the nexus of housing and clean energy 
deployment in the United States. He is on the boards of the Niskanen 
Center and California YIMBY. Previously, he co-founded Twilio, a 
software company based in San Francisco. 
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Jonathan Smith 

Chief Deputy Director, Michigan Department of Labor & Economic 

Opportunity 

smith.d.jonathan@gmail.com | 202.997.7450 

Jonathan Smith is a senior leader in Governor Whitmer’s 
Administration where his work focuses on guiding economic policy 
initiatives from initial design through program implementation. 
Jonathan serves as the Chief Deputy Director for the Michigan 
Department of Labor & Economic Opportunity (LEO) and the 
Director of the Community & Worker Economic Transition Office. 
Created as part of historic clean energy legislation enacted in 2023, 
the Transition Office helps communities, workers, and employers 
impacted by economic transitions in the auto and utility sectors to 
proactively prepare for and benefit from Michigan's future economy. 

Prior to his return to Michigan in 2020, Jonathan was based in 
Washington, DC where he held various leadership roles for Members 
of Congress, contributing to the passage of legislation addressing 
issues vital to LEO, such as economic development, manufacturing 
policy, small business lending, and workforce development. His 
experience in the private sector includes serving as an attorney at a 
large international law firm and as a policy lead on emerging mobility 
technology issues for a global technology company. 

 

Lee Beck 
Chief Global Policy Officer, HIF Global 
lee.beck@hifglobal.com | 202.677.9053 

Lee Beck is a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Council Global 
Energy Center. Beck is also the Chief Global Policy Officer at HIF 
Global, an international electro-fuel company. Beck serves on the 
advisory boards of Project Tempo and Energy Policy Group Romania. 

Prior to HIF Global, Beck served as the Clean Air Task Force’s 
(CATF’s) senior director in Europe, the Middle East, and Africa, 
overseeing CATF’s climate strategy. She was also responsible for 
advancing CATF’s global climate policy efforts, including its presence 
at the United Nations Climate Change Conference. Beck helped 
launch the global Nuclear Scaling Initiative, which scales nuclear 
energy in the United States and Central and Eastern Europe. She is 
also expert in carbon management technologies, having worked in 
this field at both the Global Carbon Capture and Storage Institute and 
CATF. She also worked for the Vermont Energy Investment 
Cooperation, at Eni USA in their Washington, DC, International 
Relations Office, and the European Union’s Delegation to the United 
States.  
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Levi Patterson 
Director of Energy, Science, and AI Infrastructure Policy, NVIDIA 
leviwyattp@gmail.com 

Levi is the Director of Energy, Science, and AI Infrastructure Policy at 
NVIDIA. Prior to joining NVIDIA, he served as Professional Staff on 
the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, focusing on 
energy, science, and AI policy. Earlier in his career, he was at General 
Electric Hitachi Nuclear Energy, where he worked on nuclear energy 
and cybersecurity projects.  

 

Lindsay Battenberg 
Director of Policy, West, Clean Energy Buyers Association 
lbattenberg@cebuyers.org 

Lindsay Battenberg is the Director of Policy, West for the Clean 
Energy Buyers Association (CEBA), where she is focused on enabling 
a western regional market to accelerate clean energy deployment. 
Before joining CEBA, she spent three years at Climate Imperative 
Foundation as a Senior Program Officer, executing grantmaking 
strategies to accelerate the decarbonization of the United States 
electricity sector. Additionally, Lindsay brings over a decade of 
experience in energy policy and legislative and regulatory strategy, 
including roles at Proterra and Pacific Gas & Electric.  

 

Lindsey Baxter Griffith 
Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Clean Tomorrow 
lindsey@cleantomorrow.org | 503.577.5374 

Lindsey Baxter Griffith believes in turning bold clean energy ideas 
into real change by bringing people and leaders together. Before 
founding Clean Tomorrow, Lindsey served as Executive Director at 
Clean Air Task Force Action and built deep federal experience in the 
US Senate as climate policy advisor to Senator Markey and Chief of 
Staff for Energy Policy at the US Department of Energy. 

 

Lisa Minsky-Primus 
 
Lisa Minsky-Primus is a palliative care physician and philanthropist 
in New York City. She and her husband Yaron Minsky focus their 
philanthropy on strengthening democracy in the United States and 
Israel, mitigating climate change, and creating pathways out of 
poverty around the globe. Lisa and Yaron are the founders of the 
Livelihood Impact Fund, which partners with programs in Africa and 
the US that help people create a better life for themselves and their 
families by providing skills training, capital, and opportunities. Lisa 
also serves on the Board of the League of Conservation Voters and 
Focus for Democracy.  
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Luke Bassett 
Director, Energy Security Project, Searchlight Institute 
luke.h.bassett@gmail.com | 203.451.3085 

Luke is the Director of the Energy Security Project at Searchlight 
Institute. He is a seasoned energy and climate expert with 15 years of 
experience working in the Executive Branch, Senate, and non-profits 
at the interface of politics, communications, and execution. Luke’s 
previous experience includes advising Chairman Joe Manchin III and 
leading to passage of four major laws: Energy Act of 2020, Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, CHIPS and Science Act, and Inflation Reduction 
Act.  

 

Maggie Ferrato 
Program Officer, Climate Imperative 
maggie@climateimperative.org 

Maggie Ferrato is a Program Officer, Industry at Climate Imperative. 
In this role, she develops strategies and manages a portfolio of grants 
to transform the global steel and aluminum industries. Maggie comes 
to CI from Breakthrough Energy’s US policy team, where she 
advanced strategies to decarbonize heavy industry, including through 
grantmaking. She has also advocated for policy solutions to scale 
innovative climate technologies at Environmental Defense Fund and 
worked on energy and environment policy issues in the US Senate. 

In addition to her policy experience, Maggie served at the United 
Nations to integrate the perspectives and priorities of young people 
into climate-related decision making, including by supporting the 
launch of the Secretary-General’s Youth Advisory Group on Climate 
Change in 2020. 
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Maria Martinez 
Director of Strategy, CleanEcon 
mmartinez@cleanecon.org 

Maria oversees CleanEcon’s long-term vision and drives the 
alignment of its policy and advocacy efforts to accelerate America’s 
transition toward affordable, abundant clean energy as the 
foundation of economic prosperity. Prior to becoming a founding 
member of CleanEcon, Maria served as co-architect of Breakthrough 
Energy’s policy agenda, where she worked over five years with 
startups, investors, and innovators to advance policies that accelerate 
the commercialization of next-generation energy technologies. 

Before joining Breakthrough Energy and Gates Ventures, Maria was a 
public servant at the Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection, where she led the planning and execution 
of the state’s climate and clean energy strategy. She has also held 
roles in local government and environmental NGOs, building 
coalitions to advance pragmatic, bipartisan energy policy. 

 

 

Mark Caine 
Head of Strategy & External Affairs, Energy & Climate, Google 
mcaine@google.com | 510.907.0747 

Mark Caine is Head of Strategy & External Affairs, Energy & Climate 
at Google. He leads company-wide strategy, execution, and external 
affairs on complex global programs at the cutting edge of AI growth, 
energy systems, and climate mitigation, and serves as a senior advisor 
to Google.org on energy and climate grantmaking. He is a board 
member of the Energy for Growth Hub, and has served in senior roles 
at the World Economic Forum, the African Union Commission, and 
the UK Foreign Ministry. 

mailto:mcaine@google.com
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Melissa Lavinson 
Executive Director, Office of Energy Transformation, Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Melissa.A.Lavinson@mass.gov 

Melissa Lavinson serves as the Executive Director of the Office of 
Energy Transformation for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. She 
is charged with the execution of the clean energy transition and 
convening an Energy Transformation Advisory Board. 

Prior to joining the Healey-Driscoll Administration, she served as 
Head of Corporate Affairs for National Grid, New England. 
Previously, Lavinson was Senior Vice President of Federal 
Government and Regulatory Affairs and Public Policy at Exelon 
Corporation, and she was Senior Vice President of Governmental and 
External Affairs for Pepco Holdings, Inc. Lavinson also spent more 
than 20 years at California-based PG&E Corporation, including as 
Vice President of Federal Affairs and Policy and Chief Sustainability 
Officer. Earlier in her career, she worked at MRW and Associates and 
in ICF Consulting’s Climate Change Practice. 

 

Nat Keohane 
President, Center for Climate and Energy Solutions 
nat.keohane@c2es.org | 917.435.3531 

Nathaniel Keohane is President of the Center for Climate and Energy 
Solutions (C2ES), a nonpartisan non-profit organization based in 
Washington, D.C. that works with policy makers and leading 
businesses to accelerate the transition to a thriving, just, and resilient 
net-zero-emissions economy. Dr. Keohane is a globally recognized 
expert on climate policy, carbon markets, and environmental 
economics.  

He has three decades of climate, energy and environmental policy 
experience in academia, government, and the non-profit sector, 
including the role of Chief Economist and Senior Vice President for 
Climate at Environmental Defense Fund and as Special Assistant to 
President Obama for Energy and Environment in the National 
Economic Council. Dr. Keohane also serves on the Harvard Board of 
Overseers; the boards of the Electric Power Research Institute, 
Emergent, and Climate Catalyst; the Bank of America National 
Community Advisory Council; and advisory boards of KKR, New 
Systems Ventures, and the NYU Institute for Policy Integrity.  
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Nick Salter 
Partner, Allied Advisors 
nick@alliedadvisors.us 

Nick is a Partner at Allied Advisors, where he serves as a strategist 
and advisor to established and emerging donors. His background 
blends philanthropy, political and community organizing, policy-
making, and strategic partnerships. Nick spent five years at the 
Clinton Global Initiative, where he established and then oversaw a 
national program to advance economic opportunity and social 
mobility in the United States. He has worked closely with senior 
executives from major nonprofits, foundations, Fortune 500 
companies, and senior government officials. Nick has also worked for 
Service Employees International Union (SEIU), the Surdna 
Foundation, Oxfam America, among others. 

 

 

Ross Koningstein 
ross.koningstein@gmail.com 

Driven by learnings from his efforts on Google's RE less-than C 
(renewable electricity cheaper than coal), Ross started an advanced 
energy research group to explore what Google could do to accelerate 
future nuclear-derived energy, a potential solution to climate change. 
Examples include Google's plasma fusion collaboration with TAE 
Technologies (Optometrist Algorithm), sponsoring a scientific 
investigation into the parameter space in which Cold Fusion has been 
claimed (Nature Perspective), sponsoring research into Nuclear 
Excitation by Electron Capture (NEEC at EPFL), and engaging in 
high-level future of energy advocacy.  

Ross joined Google in 2000 as its first Director of Engineering after 
an entrepreneurial early career. His early work at Google included 
contributing to the design of Google's breakthrough high-efficiency 
data center in The Dalles, Oregon. He was one of the early inventors 
of Google's AdWords, the main revenue driver for the company.  
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Sagatom Saha 
Program Director, Blue Horizons Foundation 
ssaha@bluehorizonsfoundation.org 

Sagatom Saha is a program director at the Blue Horizons Foundation, 
a climate philanthropy where he leads work on global diffusion and 
competitiveness. Previously, he was a research scholar at Columbia 
University’s Center on Global Energy Policy, focusing on climate, 
trade, and international economic statecraft. 

Sagatom has served in the US government at the Department of 
Commerce’s International Trade Administration and the Office of the 
US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate, where he worked on 
commercial competitiveness, nuclear energy, and international 
climate policy. Earlier in his career, he was a Fulbright researcher in 
Kyiv, Ukraine, and worked at the Council on Foreign Relations’ 
Program on Energy Security and Climate Change. He has authored 
more than 80 op-eds and policy papers and has been recognized as a 
Grist 50 Fixer, a New America AAPI Next Generation National 
Security & Foreign Policy Leader, a Stanford US–Russia Forum 
Fellow for Climate and Environment, and a Climate Security Fellow 
with the Climate and Security Advisory Group.  

 

Tiffany Turner 
Director, Sustainability and Stakeholder Engagement, Duke Energy 
tiffany.turner@duke-energy.com | 832.248.1632 

Tiffany Turner has spent more than two decades working at the 
intersection of energy infrastructure, people, and the environment. 
She currently serves Duke Energy as the Director of Sustainability & 
Strategic Engagement, where she leads the enterprise-wide strategy 
for national engagement on environmental and social impact topics 
related to customers, employees, and communities. 
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Tisha Schuller 
Chief Executive Officer, Adamantine Energy 
tisha@energythinks.com 

Tisha Schuller founded Adamantine Energy to help energy companies 
translate their sustainability and decarbonization aspirations into 
action. She also serves as the strategic advisor for Stanford 
University’s Natural Gas Initiative. Previously, Tisha served as 
president and Chief Executive Officer of the Colorado Oil & Gas 
Association and as principal and vice president of Tetra Tech, a 
national environmental consulting and engineering firm.  

Tisha serves on many academic and nonprofit boards, including those 
of the Breakthrough Institute, the Energy for Growth Hub, the 
Denver Museum of Nature & Science Institute for Science & Policy 
Strategic Council, the University of Wisconsin–Madison Nelson 
Institute for Environmental Studies, and the Payne Institute for 
Public Policy at the Colorado School of Mines. Tisha currently serves 
on the Avatar Innovations advisory board and is a member of the 
National Petroleum Council, an advisory board to the US Secretary of 
Energy under the Obama, Trump, and Biden administrations.  

 

Tom Erb 
Manager, Government Affairs & Policy, Fervo Energy 
tom.erb@fervoenergy.com | 858.776.6383 

Tom Erb has been the Government Affairs and Policy Manager at 
FERVO since 2025. Prior to FERVO, Tom worked as a Senior Policy 
Advisor in the US Senate as well as a Climate Policy Director for the 
US House of Representatives. From 2020 to 2021, Tom Erb was a 
Policy Fellow at the Center for Climate and Energy Solutions (C2ES) 
where he focused on market-based policy development at the state, 
national, and international level. 
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Trent Bauserman 
Head of Federal Affairs, Commonwealth Fusion Systems 
tbauserman@cfs.energy | 202.276.0549 

Trent Bauserman is Head of Federal Affairs for Commonwealth 
Fusion Systems (CFS) where he leads efforts at the federal level to 
advance commercial fusion for the company. With over two decades 
of experience in DC, Bauserman is an accomplished executive branch, 
congressional affairs, and policy expert skilled at developing and 
implementing strategies to advance a diverse range of policy 
objectives for CFS.  

Most recently, Bauserman spent five years as Senior Policy Advisor to 
then House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, where he helped craft and 
pass significant federal energy and climate policy, including the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the CHIPS and Science Act, and the 
Inflation Reduction Act. Prior to that, he spent five years in the 
Obama White House as a Special Assistant to the President as well as 
the Council on Environmental Quality. Before joining the White 
House, he spent five years in the US Senate as policy advisors to 
Senator Jeanne Shaheen and Senator Jim Webb. 
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Third Way Staff 

 

Christel Hiltibran 
Director of International Policy, Climate and Energy Program 
chiltibran@thirdway.org | 908.507.6214 

As the Director of International Policy for Third Way’s Climate and 
Energy Program, Christel leads efforts to shape and advance America’s 
internationally facing climate and energy policy, engaging with the 
European Union and United Kingdom to foster transatlantic cooperation 
on clean energy initiatives. Her role involves designing and implementing 
strategies and policies to promote a reliable, independent, affordable, and 
clean energy system essential for the security, prosperity, and climate 
goals of the US and its allies. She manages and directs research on 
comprehensive, tech-inclusive energy portfolios, with an emphasis on 
nuclear technologies. In close partnership with a Brussels-based team, 
Christel oversees Third Way’s Carbon-Free Europe initiative, which 
provides research, energy systems analysis, and advocacy for technology-
inclusive climate policies across Europe. She serves as a spokesperson to 
communicate Third Way’s fresh ideas to the press, policymakers, and 
stakeholders in the global energy sector. 

Prior to coming to Third Way, Christel managed energy systems analyses 
to include decarbonization and energy land use planning studies with a 
focus on renewable energy deployment in the US. During her 10-year 
military career in special operations, Christel gained deep experience in 
interagency coordination and advising senior diplomats and 
international government officials on policies and programs that drive 
behavioral change. 

 

Francesca Hsie 
Deputy Director for Electricity 
fhsie@thirdway.org | 702.808.2638 

Francesca brings over a decade of experience in power sector policy in the 
US and Europe. Before joining Third Way, she led electricity system 
planning and market reform initiatives at USAID’s Bureau for Europe 
and Eurasia, working with governments, utilities, and regulators to 
improve grid reliability, integrate renewable energy, and unlock private 
investment in clean power. She is committed to pragmatic, high-impact 
solutions that accelerate new generation and transmission development 
to meet growing demand and protect consumers from rapidly escalating 
costs. Francesca leads Third Way’s work to reform the electricity 
permitting and planning processes and market and regulatory structures 
to improve affordability and US competitiveness. Her portfolio focuses 
on transforming the electricity system to make it work for consumers and 
communities.  
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Jenny Archer 
Senior Philanthropy Officer 
jarcher@thirdway.org 

Jenny is the Senior Philanthropy Officer for the Climate and Energy 
program at Third Way. She joined the program after helping to support 
their fundraising efforts as a consultant for over a year. She is excited to 
bring three decades of philanthropy experience to help lead, nurture and 
grow existing donor relations and identify new opportunities to maximize 
the work of this dynamic team. For close to 20 years, Jenny has provided 
a diverse non-profit client base with expertise in fundraising assessment 
and evaluation, strategic development planning and building innovative 
donor stewardship programs. 

Prior to her consulting work, Jenny spent nearly a decade leading the 
National Park Foundation’s corporate fundraising program and worked 
for the philanthropic program at American Express Company, where she 
helped manage a cultural affairs program that supported traveling 
museum exhibitions, theater programs, arts education, and historic 
preservation.  

 

Josh Freed 
Senior Vice President for the Climate and Energy Program 
JFreed@thirdway.org 

Josh Freed is a foremost authority in climate and energy, pioneering 
strategies for net-zero emissions and with unrivaled expertise in clean 
energy innovation and advanced nuclear technology. For the last 15 
years, Josh has led Third Way’s Climate and Energy Program, overseeing 
the strategy to advance policies for the United States and allies to work 
together to create and use an independent clean energy system to 
increase economic prosperity, ensure our security and protect 
democracy, and limit the impacts of climate change to 2C or less. Under 
his leadership, the program has become a leading voice in clean energy 
innovation policy, advocating for the use of all low and zero-carbon 
technologies to combat climate change. 

Josh spearheaded Third Way’s pioneering advocacy for advanced nuclear 
technology, significantly influencing federal support for nuclear 
innovation. He has also driven policy and communication efforts to 
decarbonize the electricity, transportation, and industrial sectors, 
fostering job creation and economic opportunities.  

Josh has been extensively engaged with the Biden-Harris administration, 
contributing to the development and implementation of climate and 
energy strategies. He is adept at discussing a wide range of topics within 
climate and energy, particularly nuclear and industrial strategy. 
Additionally, he is widely versed on U.S. elections, issues around 
countering right-wing populism, and the need for better coordination 
among center-left political parties. 
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Jonathan Lane 
Deputy Director for Innovation 
jlane@thirdway.org | 210.215.3444 

As Deputy Director for Innovation in Third Way’s Climate and Energy 
Program, Jonathan guides Third Way’s near-term and big picture policy 
strategy for expanding and reimagining the US energy innovation 
ecosystem. In this role, Jonathan partners with subject matter experts 
across the team to drive America’s global competitiveness in emerging 
energy technologies, make reliable, domestic energy affordable for all 
Americans, and catalyze the capital—public, private, and philanthropic—
to make it possible. Jonathan also steers and strengthens innovation 
coalitions, advocates for the strategic role of government in innovation, 
and identifies ways to rethink, reform, and rebuild the nation’s clean 
energy programs. 

Prior to Third Way, Jonathan was Senior Advisor for Commercialization 
and Market Development in the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of 
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE), where he worked 
across EERE’s ten technology offices, National Lab relationships, $3 
billion annual budget, and 600+ FTEs to crowd-in private capital, 
support energy entrepreneurs, and create jobs in future-focused energy 
industries. This work built on his efforts at New York City’s Economic 
Development Corporation, where he designed and executed industrial 
strategies for the green economy and urban innovation in the nation’s 
largest municipal economy. 

 

Mary Sagatelova 
Senior Advisor for Energy and Foreign Policy 
msagatelova@thirdway.org 

Mary grew up in Cleveland, Ohio, in the heart of a Midwestern 
battleground state where politics was a constant backdrop to everyday 
life. But alongside the region’s electoral energy, Cleveland’s wetlands, 
parks, and the worsening pollution crisis in Lake Erie instilled in her an 
early appreciation for the role public policy plays in safeguarding natural 
resources. 

Prior to Third Way, Mary worked on conservation genetics research, 
focusing on plant conservation and biodiversity protection. While this 
work grounded her in the science of environmental stewardship, she 
ultimately shifted toward national climate policy to pursue broader, more 
pragmatic solutions to the climate crisis. Her work now centers on 
translating scientific and policy expertise into actionable strategies that 
can advance large-scale progress on the clean energy transition.  

Mary serves as Third Way’s Senior Advisor for Energy and Foreign 
Policy. In this role, she blends political strategy, policy analysis, and 
public opinion research to help shape and communicate pragmatic 
solutions within the national climate and clean energy debate and across 
a range of foreign policy challenges. 

mailto:jlane@thirdway.org


Third Way • 21 

 

 

Ryan Fitzpatrick 
Vice President of Climate and Energy 

As Senior Director of Domestic Policy for the Climate and Energy 
Program at Third Way, Ryan oversees the organization's deep 
decarbonization efforts, including work on industrial decarbonization, 
clean energy manufacturing, electric vehicles, sustainable aviation, 
carbon capture and removal, energy innovation, and US competitiveness 
in clean energy markets. Across this portfolio, Ryan’s efforts are focused 
on developing and promoting policy solutions that “thread the needle” to 
meet America’s climate and economic growth needs. By developing 
relationships with stakeholders in advocacy, industry, federal agencies 
and on Capitol Hill, Ryan builds a well-rounded understanding of 
complex energy issues beyond their talking points—and uses that 
understanding to help Third Way influence policy debates through 
written products, direct outreach to policymakers, coalition-building, and 
educational events. 

 

 


